
Child Care 
Health Consultants
A child care health consultant is a health
care professional, usually a nurse, who
works with child care providers to promote
the health and safety of children in the
child care setting. Health consultants are
specially trained as part of the Healthy
Child Care America campaign, which is
based on the principle that families, child
care providers and health care providers can
form a partnership to promote the healthy
development of young children in care.  

A nurse can help prevent illnesses and the
spread of communicable diseases and
injuries by assisting child care providers in
food safety practices, sanitation,
playground safety, medication
administration, etc.  In addition, a nurse
can assist with special needs ranging from
helping children with diabetes or asthma to
assisting children in wheelchairs or those
with developmental delays or disabilities.
On-site vision, hearing and developmental
screenings are also available.  

Child Care 
Health Consultants Can...
� Review health, safety and nutrition

practices.

� Develop and teach about carrying out
written health practices.

� Facilitate education classes for providers
and parents through the local Early
Childhood Enrichment (ECE) sites.

� Provide on-site technical assistance.

� Link children, families and child care
providers with community health
resources, health screenings or the
Children’s Health Insurance Program
(CHIP).

� Provide nutrition and feeding tips.

� Provide communicable disease
information.

� Link with community mental health
services.

� Provide health and safety training. 

� Develop health
care plans for
children with
special health
care needs.

� Help child care
providers
correctly perform
special health
procedures.

Child Care Health
Consultants Know About...
� Infection Control and Disease

Prevention

� Environmental Health Issues

� Routine Health Checkup Schedules

� Pediatric First Aid

� Injury Prevention and Safe Active Play

� Pediatric Nutrition

� Children’s Oral Health

� Children with Special Health Care
Needs

� Accessing Community Health Resources

� Growth and Development of Children

� Child Abuse and Neglect

� Playground Safety and Assessment



For a Child Care 
Health Consultant 
in Your Area Contact...

C.H.I.L.D. Services of Sioux Valley
Hospital
1115 West 41st Street
Sioux Falls, SD 57106
(605) 333-0663 or  1-800-235-5923 ext. 4
Email: childsrv@siouxvalley.org

Early Childhood Connections
809 South Street, Suite 304
Rapid City, SD 57701
(605) 342-6464 or 1-888-999-7759
Email: ecconn@rushmore.com

Pierre Area Referral Service
118 East Missouri
Pierre, SD 57501
(605) 224-8731 or 1-800-499-4767
Email: parsece@dakota2k.net

Early Childhood Partners
1500 North Main
Aberdeen, SD 57401
(605) 229-8505 or 1-800-982-6404
Email: early@presentation.edu

Family Resource Network -- SDSU
HDCFS Dept. Box 2218
Brookings, SD 57007
(605) 688-5730 or 1-800-354-8238
Email: FRNSD@sdstate.edu

This program is a partnership between the
South Dakota Department of Social Services
and the Department of Health. This program is
also supported in part by Project H24 MC -
from the Maternal and Child Health Bureau.
(Title V, Social Security Act), Health Resources
and Services Administration, Department of
Health and Human Services.

Discrimination Prohibited: State and federal
laws prohibit discrimination in all Department
of Social Services' programs and activities on
the basis of race, color, national origin, gender,
religion, age, disability and political beliefs.
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) To file a complaint of
discrimination write BOP/DSS, ATTN: HRM,
445 East Capitol, Pierre, S.D. 57501 or call
(605) 773-6941. If you have a question
regarding program services, please contact your
nearest Department of Social Services' office. 
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